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St. Mark Church and  

School Newsletter 
tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǳƎǎōǳǊƎ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ 

¢ƘŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ wŜŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ мрмт ǿƘŜƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ фр ¢ƘŜǎƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŘƻƻǊ ƛƴ ²ƛǧŜƴōŜǊƎΣ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΦ hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅ ƎǊŜǿ ŀǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǇƭŀŎŜǎΦ .ȅ мрол ά[ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴƛǎƳέ ƘŀŘ ǇǊŜǧȅ ƳǳŎƘ ǎǿŜǇǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΦ 
¢ƘŜ tƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊ όƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ wƻƳŀƴ 9ƳǇƛǊŜύ ƘŀŘ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǳǇǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ άƴŜǿ ƘŜǊŜǎȅΦέ 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ± Ŭƴŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άwŜŦƻǊƳŜǊǎέ ǘƻ ŀ 
άǎƘƻǿ-Řƻǿƴέ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ !ǳƎǎōǳǊƎ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ нрΣ мролΦ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ± ƴŜŜŘπ
ŜŘ ŀ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘΦ 
aŀƴȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǝǊŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǎǘǊƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǳƴƛǘȅ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΤ ǘƘǳǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴπ
ǾŜƴǝƻƴ όŘƛŜǘύ ŀǘ !ǳƎǎōǳǊƎ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜƳǇŜǊƻǊ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǊǊƛƴƎ 
άǇǊƻǘŜǎǝƴƎέ ǇǊƛƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴ ŦƻƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜ !ǳƎǎōǳǊƎ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ 
ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŬƴƛǝǾŜΣ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŀƴǎ ƻŦ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ 
ǇŜǊǎǳŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ  Lǘ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǘŜŀŘŦŀǎǘƭȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƴŎƛǎŜ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŀƭ ǘǊǳǘƘǎ 
ŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƻ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  
 
While ancient, this document still holds a central place in the mission and ministry 

of our congregations and synod, for we confess that it is "a true exposition of the 

Wor d of God and a correct presentation of the doctrine of the Evangelical Luther-

an Church.ó  What is at the heart of this document is not the desire to be right and 

our opponents wrong, but rather, to proclaim the blessed truth of God that saves 

menõs souls.  A truth that sadly had become hidden.   

 

In former times, consciences were vexed by the doctrine of works; they did not hear conso-

lation from the Gospel. Conscience drove some into the desert, into monasteries, where 

they hoped to merit grace through the monastic life.  Some contrived other works to merit 

grace and make satisfaction for sins.  Consequently, it was essential to pass on and restore 
this teaching about faith in Christ so that anxious consciences should not be deprived of 

consolation but know that grace and forgiveness of sins are apprehended by faith in Christ.  

(Augsburg Confession: Article XX) 

 

On Sunday, June 24th, we are commemorating the presentation of the Augsburg 

Confession in worship. We do this not because we cultishly follow our Lutheran 

forefathers, but because they stood firm on the truths of Godõs Word in spite of 

serious opposition and we want to follow their example. Through our worship, the 

Holy Spirit will strengthen our faith that we might rededicate ourselves to standing 

firm on the truths of Scripture, regardless of any opposition we face. 
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 God gave Adam and Eve to each other and intended that their relationship be not only intimate and sexual 

but also endure throughout their lives.  Jesus responded to the same question with these words, òI tell you that any-

one who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adul-

teryó (Matthew 19:9).  Sexual unfaithfulness dissolves the intimate relationship of marriage implied by the òone fleshó 

of Genesis 2:24.  The apostle Paul provided another reason for divorce. He wrote, òIf the unbeliever leaves, let him 

do so.  A believing man or woman is not bond in such circumstances;  God has called us to live in peaceó (I Corinthi-

ans 7:15).  Desertion is clearly another in which the marriage is destroyed.  In other cases, husband and wife will find 

ways to solve problems and difficulties and keep the marriage bond.  Divorce recognizes the end of the union.  

Where sexual unfaithfulness and desertion have not destroyed the relationships, believers will seek Godõs help and 

consult counselors for solutions rather than end their marriages.  

A: 

For what reasons can a marriage be dissolved to divorce?  Q: 

This We Believe  

We  believe that the Sixth Commandment regulates marriage and the family.  God instituted marriage 

as a life-long union of one man and one woman (Matthew 19:4-6).  It is the only proper context for 

sexual intimacy and the procreation of children.  A marriage can be ended without sin only when God 

ends the marriage through the death of one of the spouses.  Nevertheless, a Christian may obtain a divorce if his or her 

spouse has broken the marriage through adultery (Matthew 19:9) or malicious desertion (1 Corinthians 7:15). The Sixth 

Commandment forbids all sexual intimacy apart from marriage, including homosexuality (1 Corinthians 6:9,10). 

Through my Bible in 3 years  

This Bible reading series is designed to take 

only a few minutes each day. If you havenõt 

started in January, thatõs okay. Feel free to 

jump in and start in the middle of a year. This 

same Bible reading structure is found in the 

Forward in Christ.  
 

To help you through your Bible study, consid-

er this anecdote: Peter the Barber once 

asked Martin Luther how he, an  ordinary 

kind of guy, could read the Bible with profit. 

Luther answered:  
 

1.What does God tell me here? 

2.What makes me glad?  

3.What makes me sad?  

4.What do I want to pray for:  

Try it in your Bible reading!  

 

***************************************************************************************************************************** ***********  

June  

1. Judges 3:7-31 

2. Judges 4 

3. Judges 5 

4. Judges 6 

5. Judges 7:1-23 

6. Judges 7:24-8:35 

7. Judges 9:1-10:5 

8. Judges10:6-11:28 

9. Judges 11:29-12:15 

10. Judges 13 

11. Judges 14, 15 

12. Judges 16 

13. Judges 17, 18 

14. Judges 19 

15. Judges 20 

16. Judges 21 

17. 1 Peter 1:1-12 

18. 1 Peter 1:13-2:3 

19. 1 Peter 2:4-17 

20. 1 Peter 2:18-25 

21. 1 Peter 3:1-12 

22. 1 Peter 3:13-4:6 

23. 1 Peter 4:7-19 

24. 1 Peter 5 

25. Ruth 1, 2 

26. Ruth 3, 4 

27. 1 Samuel 2:1-11 

28. 1 Samuel 2:12-36 

29. 1 Samuel 2:12-26 

30. 1 Samuel 3:1-3-41a 



 

This Month in Godõs Word 
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June Birthdays  Summer Services are at  9:00 am  

June 4  - Pentecost  

Readings: Joel  2:28,29; Acts 2:1 -21; John 16:5 -11  

Bible Class: Moments with the Messiah  

  

June 11  - Outdoor Service  

Holmes Lake ñHosted by Mt. Olive  

  

June 18  - Pentecost 1  

Readings: Genesis 1:1 -2:3; 2 Corinthians 13:11 -14; 

Matthew 28:16 -20  

Bible Class:  Open Forum  

  

June 25  - Presentation of the Augsburg Confession  

Readings: Isaiah 55:6 -11; Romans 10:5 -17; Matthew 

10:32 -39  

Bible Class:  Voterõs Meeting 

 

 

 

******************************************** 

 

 

Wedding Anniversaries  

Rodney & Kandace Kramer  

35th Anniversary ñJune 5  
 

Robert & Alyce Kramer  

60th Anniversary ñJune 21  
  

May God Continue to Bless you in Your 
Marriage!  

                                                                            

3ð Alina Theiler  

6ð Krista Zielinski  

10ð Blake Baumann 

10-Joan Mundt  

10ð Jerrod Foster  

13ð Ethan Ripa  

14ð Julie Nelson  

16ð Jocelyn Vogel  

20ð Ava Flood  

22ð Jason Wathor  

23ñJared Schwede  

24ð Sheri Zimmerman  

25ð Lisa Duffield  

25ð Lori Meyer  

27ð Nathan Kumwenda  

28ð Tom Bork  

28ð Maclain Beach  

 

A Happy and Blessed  

Birthday to you All!  

 

 

  

 



 

A lifelong Christian resource 
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Hundreds of WELS congregations and groups have al-

ready hosted screenings of the Martin Luther film A Re-

turn to Grace: Lutherôs Life and Legacy in their local 

communities, and hundreds more are planning showings 

in the upcoming months leading up to the 500th anniver-

sary of the Reformation this October. 

Mr. Lee Hitter, director of WELS Communications, 

says he is thrilled to see WELS congregations take ad-

vantage of this opportunity to highlight Godôs grace and 

the anniversary of the Reformation in their communi-

ties. ñThe reaction from our members that have seen the 

film is tremendous,ò he says. ñEvery Lutheran should 

make it a priority to see it on the big screen. Celebrating 

the 500th anniversary of the Reformation is one of those 

once-in-a-lifetime experiences.ò 

Congregations can still host local screenings of the film. 

Find out how at wels.net/reformation500. 

Northwestern Publishing House is offering many re-

sources connected to the film, including DVDs of the 

actual movie. Coming out in November, the DVDs are 

available for preorder now. 

Other resources available for preorder include: 

¶ A Return to Grace four-week Bible study. This re-

source will use film segments to help viewers explore 

the life, times, and importance of Martin Luther. 

Available early summer. 

¶ Reformation: Grace, Faith, Scripture Bible study. 

This resource includes 12 three- to four-minute vi-

gnettes highlighting important truths of the Refor-

mation. The vignettes can be used for a five-minute or 

a full-length Bible study (both included). They can 

also be used at the beginning or end of the worship 

service to celebrate the treasures of our Lutheran her-

itage. Available early summer. 

Godôs Plan for Luther and Me, a childrenôs film to help 

children explore what it means to be a Lutheran Chris-

tian today as well as a curriculum of classroom activities 

to go with the film. Available in fall. 

Northwestern Publishing House has released a new edition 

of Lutherôs Catechism. While retaining the strengths of the 

familiar blue catechism in use for many years, this com-

pletely rewritten exposition promotes a lifelong study of the 

catechism for a new generation. 

Rev. Stephen Geiger, a professor at Wisconsin Lutheran 

Seminary and one of the contributors to the new catechism, 

says, ñThe catechism takes divine teachings found in so 

many places in Scriptureôs 66 books and arranges truth in 

an orderly way, with key Bible verses leading the reader to 

Godôs answers for catechetical questions. Where helpful, 

lengthier explanations probe and explain key points of un-

derstanding.ò 

New to this edition of the catechism is a section titled 

ñConnectionsò at the end of each unit. As Rev. Joel Otto, 

Geigerôs colleague at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary and a 

fellow contributor to the new catechism, notes, ñThe 

óConnectionsô section is meant to be devotional in nature. 

There is a short paragraph introducing a larger section of 

Scripture, usually from Bible history. Then, there are a cou-

ple of thought questions designed to elicit discussion. A 

quote from Luther follows and then a few stanzas from a 

hymn. This is my favorite addition to the new edition. It is 

my prayer that this can become the basis for home devotion 

with catechism students and their families or serve people in 

a lifelong use of the catechism.ò 

The new catechism also includes color images and diagrams 

for visual learners. It is available with Bible passages in 

both English Standard Version and New International Ver-

sion (2011) translations. A student workbook titled 

ñCatechism Connectionsò and a downloadable file with the 

bookôs diagrams are available for those who use the book 

during confirmation instruction. An e-book version of the 

catechism itself will be released later this year. Other con-

tributors to the new catechism include Rev. Ray Schumach-

er and Rev. John Braun, both editors at Northwestern Pub-

lishing House. 

Geiger reminds Christians, ñThe Small Catechism is for 

you. It always has been. With this new edition, you can re-

discover those treasures that are and, with Godôs gracious 

blessing, always will be the foundation of your faith.ò 

To learn more and to order your copy, visit nph.net/

catechism or call 800-662-6022. 

Luther Screenings a Success  

https://wels.net/a-lifelong-christian-resource-2/
https://wels.net/reformation500
http://online.nph.net/t-catechism.aspx
http://online.nph.net/t-catechism.aspx
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òFight the good fight of faith. ò  ~1 Timothy 6:12 

 Christianity is not a cowardõs religion.  Neither is it a reli-

gion for spectators.  Anyone who thinks that Christianity is for 

those who are seeking a life of ease and comfort is sadly mistak-

en.  Even though Christ has done everything necessary for their 

salvation, Christians are still active people.  No spiritually lazy 

person is permitted in the ranks of Christõs army. 

 We are soldiers in an army in which not many would care 

to serve.  In Christõs army, soldiers are never on leave.  They are 

continually in the front line of battle.  Christõs army never sues 

for peace with the enemy.  No truce talks are ever arranged.  It is 

fight, fight, fight until our Lord takes us out of the battle through 

death.  

 Paul calls this continual battle òthe good fight of faith.ó  

It is ògoodó because the battle we wage is by the will of God and 

because the outcome is for our eternal good.  The fight is also òof 

faith.ó  If we lose the battle, we also lose our saving faith.  Since 

our faith in Christ and our eternal salvation are at stake, it is nec-

essary for us Christians to fight the good fight of faith throughout 

our lives.  

 We need strength and the will to battle continually.  By 

ourselves, we have neither the strength nor the desire to engage 

in such a long struggle.  The Holy Spirit, who created saving faith 

in us, also gives us the strength and the will to fight to preserve 

that faith.  He gives us these gifts through Godõs Word.  The Holy 

Spirit has called us to faith in Christ.  We now possess the cer-

tainty that eternal life belongs to us.  Godõs promise and the as-

surance of that His promise will be fulfilled give us the strength 

and the desire to òfight the good fight of faithó all the days of 

our lives.  

òWe Are Warriorsó 

June 2017  www.stmarkles.org  jeremiah.drews@stmarklincoln.org  

From the Principalõs Desk 

St. Mark Lutheran School  

The Galloping Mustang 
òTelling the Next Generationó 

Workshop 

Saturday, June 10th, 2017  

8:30 am -3:30 pm  

2017-2018 School Year Theme  

òTelling the Next Generationó is a ministry 

provided by the WELS Commission on Evange-

lism, the Commission on Lutheran Schools, 

and Early Childhood Ministry. The program 

serves congregations of the WELS with plan-

ning, assistance, and resources for implemen-

tation of outreach strategies utilizing their 

Lutheran elementary school and/or early 

childhood ministry.   On June 10th, 2017, St. 

Mark Lutheran Church & School will be host-

ing this workshop as we look to utilize our 

school for outreach in our community of Lin-

coln, Nebraska, and its vicinity.   Whether a 

member of St. Mark Lutheran Church, a 

school parent, or you are one who is interest-

ed in Christian education, all are invited to 

attend!  
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ò2016-2017 School Year through Picturesó 


